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Why 

publish? 



Fame 

Recognition by your peers 

Motivation for publication 

Fortune 
Promotions, grant applications, research funding 

Responsibility 
To society, taxpayer-funded research, contribution to 
progress 



BECAUSE MY 
BOSS TOLD 

ME TO! 

Probably the most common driveré. 



© CBS (The Big Bang Theory) 
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A step-by-

step guide to 

journals 

publishing 

1. Writing your 
paper 

2. Submission 
and peer review 

3. Production 
and Copyright 

4. Becoming 
Famous 



1. 

Writing 
your 
paper 
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Q: What type of paper do I want to write? 

ÅFull / Original article (sometimes called a ñtransactionò 

or may even be ñmagazine articleò in some areas): a 

substantial and significant completed piece of 

research  

Å Letters / Rapid Communications / Short communications: 

quick and early communication of significant and original 

advances. Much shorter than full articles (check limitations).  

Å Review papers / Perspectives: summarize recent 

developments on a specific topic. Highlight important previously 

reported points. Not the place to introduce new information. 

Often invited.  

Å Conference papers: Excellent for disseminating early or in 

progress research findings. Typically 5-10 pages, 3 figures, 15 

references.  
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1. Decide which type of paper you are going 

to write 

2. The writing style depends on the 

community you are writing for: understand 

it better by reading lots of papers in the 

area 

3. Remember your audience, itôs all about the 

readers, which includes editors and 

reviewers! 

4. If in doubt: ask your supervisor and your 

colleagues for advice!  
 

 

Å 
 

 



Paper structure and content 

Å TITLE - a good title is important to attract readers and should 

include keywords 

 

ÅAUTHORS- Make sure your author list is complete and 

ordered correctly 

 

ÅABSTRACT- needs to be well structured 

 

ÅMAIN BODY - Write in a clear concise scientific style 

 

ÅREFERENCES (Bibliography) ï check carefully; use software 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each section has a clearly defined purpose; there are best 

practices to follow 
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ÅAn explicit title can help attract citations because of the way in 
which scientists look for relevant literature to cite e.g. state a key 
finding, or frame a questioné 

ÅKeywords up front, and optimised for search engines: think of how 
your paper will be found, once published (N.B. Google) 

ÅShort ï typically up to 15 words 

ÅPunctuation - split into main message/concept and qualifier 

ÅCephalopod origin and evolution: A congruent picture emerging from fossils, 
development and molecules 

ÅConsider a subtitle, if permitted (included in search engine output!) 

ÅTry to think of the title before you start writing! Could help you 
orient yourself to the main topic 

Å[You can apply the same ideas to sub-titles and section titles 
throughout the paper] 

 

Some guidelines for good titles 
This is your opportunity to attract a readerôs attention (including citations!) 
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Å Most publishers make all abstracts free to access  

Å Put something important and new at the beginning. 

Å Put something important and new at the end. 

Å 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀǎ 
background information for your intended readership. 

Å As with the TITLE be as concise as possible 

Å200 words maximum, some journals have a word limit 

 

Some guidelines for good abstracts 
This is your opportunity to help Editors/reviewers (whatôs this paper about?) 

AND search engines 

 
 



What makes a good abstract? 

State why the research is 
important to a broader 
non-scientific audience 
 
Introduce the procedure 
simply 
 
Describe the experiment in 
detail 
 
Offer a brief overview of 
the results 
 



Think ñstructuredò abstract format 



What makes a bad abstract? 

Why? What is the 
significance of this 
study? Why is 
Gardeniae Fructus 
important? 
 
Straight into a 
shopping list of the 
results and 
characterized acids 
 
 
 



Å200 variables in the Google algorithm: you 
can only hope to influence 4 or so... 

ÅUse of words in body text (frequency, 
proximity, context...) 

ÅTerms in: 

ÅTitle 

ÅSubtitle 

ÅSection headings 

A little ñ ology ò 



Choose and place keywords wisely 

Title: Core keywords/key-phrases 

Abstract: Repeat core keywords/key-phrases 2 ς 
3 times, and add other field-related ones 

Headings and body text: Consistent use of 
keywords 

Make sure the terms you use are consistent: 
ŜΦƎΦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜΥ άdorsoventralέΣ άdorso-ǾŜƴǘǊŀƭέΣ άŘƻǊǎŀƭ-ǾŜƴǘǊŀƭέΚ ²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
more used in the literature? 



MAIN BODY  
!ǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘǳƴƪƛƴƎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

manuscript 
Section heading Section heading 

Sub-heading 

Sub-heading 

Sub-heading 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧ This is easier ǘƻ ŘƛƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧ 

Keep your lowest level sections below 600 words; better 300, if possible. 



éin your body text, write 

in short sentencesé 
Χ ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƻ organise 

important details when possible 

xyz 
xyz 
xyz 
xyz 

abc abc abc Box 1 



The times they are a-changinΩΦΦΦ 

Mean sentence length in number of whole words. Sources, respectively: Sherman LA. 1803. Analytics of Literature: A Manual for the Objective 
Study of English Prose and Poetry. Ginn & Company, Boston; Gunning R. 1964. How To Take The Fog Out Of Writing, Dartnell Corp.; analysis of 
άIŀǊǊȅ tƻǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǊŎŜǊŜǊϥǎ {ǘƻƴŜέ ōȅ WY wƻǿƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ The Lexile Framework for as a Framework Reading Measurement and Success 

Chaucer 49 

(1343 ς 1400) Dickens 20 

(1812 - 1870) 
JK Rowling 12 

(1965 - ) 



REFERENCES  
More mistakes are found in the references than any other part of 

the manuscript 
 
 
 Å It is one of the most annoying problems, and causes great 

headaches among editors 

Å Cite the main scientific publications on which your work is 

based 

Å Do not inflate the manuscript with too many references ï it 

doesnôt make it a better manuscript! 

Å Avoid excessive self-citations 

Å Avoid excessive citations of publications from the same 

region 

 



wileyeditingservices.com 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
Use a spell checker. If English is not your first 
language then ask a native speaker or colleague to 
check your work or consider using a professional 
English Editing service: 



Show the readers you care about your 

research by taking care writing your paper 



 

 

2. 

Submission 
and Peer 
Review 



Which journal to approach first? 



Deciding Where to Publish 

Know your target audience 

Look at the literature 

Look beyond impact factor 

Look at the journal requirements 



Which audience do I want to reach? 

Å Identify the 
audience 
 

ÅVerify their interest 
in the topic 

 
ÅDetermine the 

range of interest 
ü Local vs. 

International? 



Youôve chosen a journal, now you have 

to prepare your manuscript for 

submissioné 
 

Read the author instructions 
and format your article 
appropriately ς all major 
journals will have online 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΧ 
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Only submit to ONE journal at a time 



Online Submission 

ÅCreate an account in the journalôs 

online submission system 

Å Carefully follow the process 

through; make sure the author list 

you input is complete, it should 

match the names on the 

manuscript 

Å Journals usually have an editorial 

office that you can contact if you 

have any doubts in the first 

instance rather than going direct to 

the Editor  



ÅPapers go through an initial checklist to make sure the author 
guidelines have been followed (format, length, language, figures 
etc.)  

 
ÅtŀǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀƎƛŀǊƛǎƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜΧ 

Online Submission 



Writing a good Cover 

Letter 

Å Your opportunity to speak to the Editor directly: 

Å View it as a job application letter; you want to ñsellò your 
work 

Å WHY did you submit the manuscript to THIS journal? 

ðDo not summarize your manuscript, or repeat the abstract 

ðInstead, mention what would make your manuscript 
special to the journal 

Å Mention special requirements, e.g., if you do not wish your 
manuscript to be reviewed by certain reviewers, and any 
conflicts of interest 

Å Most editors will not reject a manuscript only because the 
cover letter is bad, but a good cover letter may accelerate 
the editorial process of your paper 

 





Why Peer 

Review Is 

Important 

V Improves the quality of papers published 

 

V Helps assess the importance of findings 

 

V Determines the originality of the paper 

 

V Can potentially detect plagiarism and 

fraud 

 

V A better system has not yet been 

identified 

 

84% of researchers believe that without 

peer review there would be no control in 

scientific communication 

 

90% of researchers feel that peer review 

improves the quality of their published 

paper 
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Peer Review 



On what basis are peer reviewers 

chosen? 
WƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ 

Current and past authors / referees, bibliographic searches, keyword, interests, publication history. 

Suggestions from authors 

Very helpful! 

Not just the biggest names please ς others as well 

Also list people with conflicts of interest who should not be asked to review 

Suggestions from other reviewers 

Can provide leads to further candidates 

Suggestions from our Advisory Board Members 

Especially in difficult cases, appeals or disputes 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

Contacts from conferences, prominent scientists, regular authors, etc. 

 

 
 

 
 
 



Why be a peer reviewer? 

Access to latest research before it is published 

Duty 

To keep the peer review mechanism buoyant 

To enhance ones gravitas as an expert 

To glean recognition by the editors 

Pedagogical altruism ï to encourage and help develop 

authorôs ideas  

Visa application (becoming more common)  

 

 

 



EVOLVING REVIEWER RECOGNITION 

Exploring new approaches to recognition and reward to 

motivate reviewers and improve science  

Throughout 2015, we ran a pilot partnership with Publons using 11 journals (or 9,658 reviews). To 

date, 31% of reviews (from 1,568 unique reviewers) ñopted inò to have data transferred to Publons. 

With 66% of these reviewers claiming their review(s) and receiving recognition from Publons.  During 

our pilot, reviewer acceptance rates improved for all 11 journals.   

     Average claimed opt-in        
     rate across all publisher       
     and journal integrations    
     with Publons is 18%.  Our  
     ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ rate is 17%. 
  



Typical Reviewer questionnaire  

Novelty 

Concise 

Comprehensive 

Accuracy 

Abstract 

Citations 
Language 

Decision 

Structure 



Peer Review Outcomes 

 

Acceptance 

ÅWithout changes (rare) 

Rejection 

ÅUse this as a learning experience and donôt just 
resubmit the manuscript to another journal ï improve it 
based on feedback 

Revision 

ÅWith minor changes or major changes ï address these 
methodically and list clearly how you have addressed 
each point. If you feel a point is not correct you can 
challenge ité 

 



How Does An Editor Use Peer Review? 
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Editors base their decisions on: 

ÅThe journalôs aims and audience 

ÅThe state of knowledge in the field 

ÅThe level of competition for acceptance and  

page space 

ÅReviewer comments, but rememberé.. 

reviewersô recommendations  

are not a vote  

 

 

 

The editor 

makes the final 

decision 



Rejection is 
disappointing, 
but it is part of  

the process 

V Paper does not fit within a journal's 

scope 

 

V Findings cannot be generalized 

 

V Results do not clearly show practical, 

clinical, or theoretical implications 

 

VWrong methodology was used 

 

V Manuscript is poorly written, include 

spelling errors or jargon 

 

V Figures, tables, and images are not 

clearly labeled 

 

V High competition for page space 

 

Common Reasons for Rejection 

 



Tips to survive Peer Review 



The comments of the referees 

should be used to refine your work 

and improve the manuscript 

Answer Politely 

Answer Completely 

Where you disagree, support your 

argument with evidence 

 

http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/201

5/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-

comments/    

Remember, reviewers are readers 

too! 
 

 

Manuscript 

Revision 

http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2015/07/30/how-to-deal-with-reviewer-comments/
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3. 

Production 
and 

Copyright 

 

Ethics 



VOnce your paper is accepted then you will 

be notified, via the online submission 

system, by the Editor of the good 

newséthen the paper leaves for 

production.  

 

VYour part in this process is to check the 

proofs when they are generated and the 

quicker this is done the sooner the paper 

can appear online!  

 

VYou will also need to sign a copyright 

transfer form to allow the Publisher to 

publish the worké 









 
There are ethical responsibilities for all actors in the 

publication process: 
 

Editors 
 

Authors 
 

Referees 

Academic Publishing Depends on Trust! 
 



Editor responsibilities 

Ensure efficient, fair, and timely manuscript processing 

Ensure confidentiality of submitted manuscripts 

Make the final decision for accepting or rejecting 

Not use work reported in a submitted manuscript for their 

own research 

Ensure a fair selection of referees 

Act upon allegations of scientific misconduct 

Deal fairly with author appeals 



Å To gather and interpret data in an honest way 

Å To give due recognition to published work relating to their 

manuscript  

Å To give due acknowledgement to all contributors 

Å Notify the publisher of any errors 

Å To avoid undue fragmentation of work into multiple 

manuscripts (salami publishing) 

Å To ensure that a manuscript is submitted to only one 

journal at a time  
 

Author responsibilities 
 



Reviewer Responsibilities 

Ensure confidentiality of manuscripts and respect privileged information 

 

Not to withhold a referee report for personal advantage 

 

Return to editor without review if there is a conflict of interest 

 

Inform editor quickly if not qualified or unable to review 

 

Judge manuscript objectively and in timely fashion 

 

Explain and support recommendations with arguments and references 
where appropriate 

 

Inform editor if plagiarized or falsified data is suspected 

 

 

 

 

 




